
BUY, RENT, OR BASE?
THE HOUSING DECISION MATRIX
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THE QUESTION THAT DECIDES EVERYTHING

36 3 1

THE THREE PATHS AT A GLANCE

ON-BASE HOUSING

RENTING OFF-BASE

BUYING

THREE PATHS, ONE DECISION



WHO RUNS IT

HICKAM COMMUNITIES

ISLAND PALM COMMUNITIES

'OHANA MILITARY COMMUNITIES

HOW IT ACTUALLY WORKS

YOUR BAH GOES TO THEM, NOT YOU

WAITLISTS ARE REAL, BUT NOT FIXED

YOU DON'T CHOOSE THE UNIT

WHAT YOU GAIN

UTILITIES ARE USUALLY INCLUDED

TAX-FREE BASE SHOPPING

AN EFFORTLESS COMMUTE

ON-BASE HOUSING: WHAT IT ACTUALLY OFFERS



BANKING YOUR BAH

THE UPSIDE

THE DOWNSIDE

THE RISK NOBODY BUDGETS FOR

THE LEASE CLAUSE WORTH CONFIRMING

BEFORE YOU SIGN

CONFIRM IT'S ACTUALLY A STANDARD LEASE

KNOW THE MOVE-OUT PROCESS

ASK WHAT'S INCLUDED

EXPECT A TIGHTER SEARCH NEAR YOUR INSTALLATION

RENTING OFF-BASE



WHY BUY AT ALL

VA FINANCING

EQUITY & APPRECIATION

IF ORDERS MOVE YOU BEFORE YOU SELL

SELL

CONVERT IT TO A RENTAL

BUYING ON OAHU



SIDE BY SIDE

A ROUGH WAY TO READ IT

OPTIMIZE FOR SIMPLICITY

OPTIMIZE FOR FLEXIBILITY

OPTIMIZE FOR LONG-TERM WEALTH

THE DECISION MATRIX



ILLUSTRATIVE ONLY, NOT A PROJECTION

$3,938 $3,238 $700

THE THREE NUMBERS THAT MATTER

TOTAL RENT PAID (3%/YR INCREASES) $120,100

TOTAL MORTGAGE PAYMENTS (FIXED) $141,768

MINUS: PROCEEDS AT SALE (EQUITY, AFTER 7% SELLING COSTS) −$71,680

= NET COST OF OWNING $70,088

BUYING'S ADVANTAGE OVER RENTING $50,012

THE NUMBER THAT CHANGES EVERYTHING

DO THE MATH: THE 36-MONTH COMPARISON



WORK THROUGH THESE BEFORE YOU COMMIT

LET'S RUN YOUR ACTUAL NUMBERS

TRISTAN FARRARA PATRICK LONGLEY

QUESTIONS TO ASK BEFORE YOU DECIDE


